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1. Until 1928, Soviet militery plamning in Central Asis was defensive. The
main dirsotion of & possible counter-offensive was Samarkand -Termez -Kabul.
After that dats, military plaming was reoriented to the offensive. The
main southward Soviet direotion of operations was to be Baku=Tehran-Abadan-
The main direction for s supporting offensive dy the Central Asian militery
distriot (okrug) was to be Ashkhabad~Moshed =Ksndahsr=Karachis A secondary
offensive route from Central Asia waes %o be Merv-Rushke-Herat-Kendahar-Farachi.
This route had been designated as the main one in event of operations azeinst
western India by Ozarist militery plammers. It had better transportatice
faoilities, However, it was considered secondary by the Soviets becsuse
of its distance from the Ossplan snd the oentral plamned line of attack from
Bakuo The Soviet authorities, therefore, attempted to build up & base of
operations ("plats d'armes") in southwestern Central Asia, as the leck of this was the
main disadvantage of the plamned route of operations from Ashkhabad. They
partioularly sttempted to oreate susch a base slong the left flank (looking
southward), 416 in the MerveKushka=Ashkhabad trisngle: During the pe riod
1938=1940 & motor road was built by militery foroes, from the rallroad
station of Tedzhen southeast to Serakhs, then along the border %o Childukhter,
where the frontiers of Irsn, Afghanistan, and the USSR converge. The road
had & width of seven meters, was & two way, all westher route, and was
surfaced with gravel. It had been planned to construct a railroad atop the
motor rosd at & later date. Anmy further work wes oancelled, however, whet
hostilities with Germany became imminent. Another road was bullt, by
civilian euthorities, from Kisil Arvat southwest to Gasan Kuli. It was
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also e two way, all westher route. It was seven mpters wide, whioh ia
Just barely two way. The surface wes of gravels in the mountains it heé

a herd dirt surface. Attempts were zade to increase the population by
improving irrigation facilities. The Tashkepristrei irrigation dam, at the
confluence of the Murgeb and Kushka rivers, was erected.

Unbtil late 1939, the Central Asien military district - which then imoluded
the five Soviet Republiocs of Kazakh, Uzbek, Turkmen, Tadzhik, end Kirgls =
hed six divisions stationed within its boundaries. They weres

‘{a) The lst Turkestan Division. Originally an 1ni‘mti'y division of three

regiments, it was reorganized in 1930 end redesignated as the last
Mountein Infantry Division. Its new organizetien provided for four
small regiments of five ocompenies each (there were no battalions).
Esch regiment had four infentry companies and one machine gun company.
The division hed only & psck train. Its headquarters was at Ashkhabad.

(b) The 3rd Turkestan Division(Infankry) in 1930 became the 3rd Mountain
Infeantry Division, Termez was its headquarters.

(o) There were alsc four mountain cavalry divisions:

The Turkmenskeys Division in Merv.

The Tadzhikskays Division in Stelinabad.

The Usbekskaya Division in Samarkend,

A nuzbered division (I ocannot recall the number) in Fergans,
whioch is also in Usbekistan.
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Beginning in Septexber or October 1929, three additionel mountain imfantry
divislons and six infantry divisiens were fermed. They were sent to the
western £ront in 164l. Maneuvers were held in Central Asia. These were not
held in the Karakum desert., The troops maneuvered slong the above mentiomsd
lines of planned operaticas snd alomg the border roads.

The arid regions between Tashkent and the Caspisn ocan bs used for airborne
chemical abtack exeroises. This was done once in 1930 north of Ashkhabad

and once in 1938 south of Tashkent. The usual sres for airbesmsabemiecd ciiagy
training was near the railroad ststion of Maket in Turkestan 50X1

In regerd to any plans for future airfield development in Cenmtral Asia, in
the labe 1930s there was talk about new airfields mnd landing strips. Survey
partles coosslonally were sotive in this conmneotion. EHowever, nothing wss
dene through 1941« Dphesis on Central Asien military development was cropped
when it beosme clear in the summer of 1940 that Germany would be the next
enemy. There were underground tanks for aviation gasoline at some of the
railroad stations on the Oentral Asisn Railroad, whioh ran between Krasmovadsk
snd Tashkent. These storage tanks osme under railroad asuthority, but there
was & military representative with each railresd division,
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